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rampant anti-Bolshevism, his argument carried much weight.  

Arrival in New York  

The arrival of the Yome Maru in New York on August 28 caused much competition among the various Russian 
groups, but even anti-Communist groups were aghast at the idea of sending them to France, then considered an en-
emy of the Russian people. The Division of Investigation of Department of Justice, the forerunner of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation kept close tabs on the children during their stay in New York. Miller is particularly critical 
of the agents who ruled that there be no fraternization between the children and New York residents during a visit 
to the zoo, when a “Justice Department agent dashed away to intervene between an 8-year-old girl and a bag 
of gum-drops.” The New York police tried to get Allen to halt a Madison Square Garden rally for the children, argu-
ing that it would be Communist-con-trolled. Allen said it wouldn’t be. But Allen was wrong, as speaker after 
speaker de-nounced the Red Cross and the United States. “They are hostages in the criminal conspiracy to smash the 
mother-land!” one speaker said. Passions aroused. The passions of the Madison Square Garden mounted, and there 
were fears of a clash between Reds and Whites. One of Allen’s, children, one of the older boys, saved the day for 
the Red Cross with a stirring speech in its defense. “We trust the American Red Cross because of what they have 
done for us,” he said. “We were starving in the Ural Mountains when they found us. They fed us and clothed us and 
let our teachers teach us. And they always promised they would return us to our parents. “And we believe them. 
We would not be alive and here today but for the American Red Cross.” The ship sailed from New York 
on September 11, with the question of its final destination still undetermined. The ship anchored off Brest, but Allen 
insisted that it proceed northward.  

Back to Russia  

The Yomei Maru finally docked at Helsinki October, 6, but Allen’s days of diplomacy were not yet over. He had 
to convince the Finns that they should co-operate in this mission of mercy, and he had to deliver the -children 
to Rus-sia. He insisted that the parents, approve of the children’s return-only one parent requested that a child 
be sent else-where. The’ first children walked across the Russian-Finnish border on November 10. Miller writes: 
"At last Allen’s responsibility was ended, but he was surprised to discover that he felt not relief but loss. For 
an irrational moment he almost wished they could have all stayed together, but he was immediately ashamed of the 
thought, for it was a self-ish one. "No, he had done the right thing by uniting the children with their parents, but 
he realized now that this did not mean he would be free of them. “For the rest of his life, he would feel concern for 
these children, he would con-stantly speculate on what they might be doing. “Their lives would hold pain and joy, 
despair and hope, for that was the destiny of all men, but he hoped the good would overbalance the bad, and 
he hoped they ’would remember the time they had together.” 
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